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Senate Bill 303 Date published:
Angust 4, 1967

CHAPTER 89, LAWS OF 1967

AN ACT to repeal 20.460 (1) (j), 200.08 (1) to (5), (7) and (8), 200.09.
200.26 (9), 201.13 (1) and {2), 201.27 (2),201.51 and chapter 6186; to
renumber 201.27 (1); to renumber and amend 200.08 (6) and 201.18
(3); to amend 102.65 (15), 200.03 (18),201.16 (2), 206.19 and 286.12;
and to create chapter 645 of the statutes, relating to delinquency pro-
ceedings in insurance.

CHAPTER. . 645.

INSURERS REIIABILITATIUN AND LIQUIDATION.
| SUBCHAPTER 1.
GENERAL PROVISIONS.

645.01 Title, construection and purpose.

645.02 Persons covered.

645.08 Definitions.

645.04 Jurisdiction and venue.

645.06 Injunctions and orders.’

645,06 Cosfs and expenses of litigation.

645.07 Co-operation of officers and employes.
645.08 Bonds.

645.09 Commissioner’s report.

645.10 Continuation of delinquency proceedings.

SUBCHAPTER II
SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS.

645.21 Commissioner’s summary orders.

645.22 Court's seizure order.

645.28 Commissioner’s seizure order.

645.24 Conduct of hearings in summary proceedings.
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SUBCHAPTER III.
FORMAL PROCEEDINGS.

645.31 Grounds for rehabilitation.

645.32 Rehahilitation orders.

645.33 Powers and duties of the rehabilitator.
645,34 Actions by and against the rehabilitator.
645.85 Termination of rehahilitation.

645.41 Grounds for liquidation.

645,42 Liquidation orders.

645,43 Continuance of coverage.

645,44 Dissolution of insurer.

645.45 Federal receivership.

645.46 Powers of liguidator.

64b.47 Notice to creditors and others.

645,48 Duties of agents.

645.49 Actions by and against liguidator,

645.561 Collection and list of assets.

645.52 Fraudulent transfers prior to petition.

645.58 Fraudulent transfers after petition.

645.564 Voidable preferences and liens.

645.656 Claims of holders of void or voidable rights.

6845.56 Set-offs and eounterclaims.

645.67 Assessments.

645,58 Reinsurer's liability.

645.61 Filings of claims.

645.62 Proof of claim.

645.65 Special elaims.,

645.64 Special provisions for third party claims.

645.66 Disputed claims,

645.66 Claims of surety.

6845.67 Secured creditors’ claims,

645.68 Order of distribution.

645.71 Liquidator’s recommendations to the court.

645.72 Distribution of assets.

645.73 Uneclaimed and withheld funds.

645.74 Termination of proceedings.

645.75 Reopening liguidation.

645.76 Disposition of records during and after termination of
liquidation.

645,77 External audit of redeiver’s books.

SUBCHAPTER 1V.
INTERSTATE RELATIONS

645.81 Conservation of property of foreign or alien insurers
found in this state.

645.82 -Liquidation of property of foreign or alien insurers
found in this state..

645.83 Foreign domiciliary receivers in other states.

645.84 Aneillary formal proceedings.

645.85 Ancillary summary proceedings.

645.86 Claims of nonresidents against insurers domiciled in
this state.

645.87 Claims of residents against insurers domiciled in
reciprocal states.

645.88 Attachment, garnishment and levy of execution.:

645.89 Interstafe priorities. :

645.90 Subordination of claims for non-co-operation. 2
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PRELIMINARY COMMENT: This chapter is the first product of the
comprehensive study and revision of the insurance laws authorized by s.
13.84. It re-examines and comprehensively redesigns all agpects of delin-
quency proceedings in insurance. Its purpose can best be understood in
relation to the problems it attempts to solve.

Basic Problems

Several major groups of problems can be isolated for consideration
in a study of delinquency proceedings in insurance. As they appear in
logical sequence they are as follows:

(1) The causes of insolvency, -

(2) The detection of inecipient: difficulty in the insurance company
operation,

(3) The devising of ways to induce the insurance commissioner to
take early action to cofrect remediable defects in insurer operation, be-
fore the sickness has become serious,

{4) The provision of effective procedures for rehabilitation of com-
panies seriously sick but still salvageable,
. (6} For companies that cannot be saved, the development of efficient,
inexpensive, and expeditious procedures for liquidation that will dis-
tribute the unavoidable burden fairly, and :

_ (6) The complications superimposed on the ahove problems by the

existence of a federal system as the setting for delinquency proceedings.

This chapter deals with all of these groups of problems, though with
gome much more than with others. The first 2 are treated least fully, be-
cause they are more closely connected with substantive regulation than
with delinquency proceedings. The others are dealt with in succession.

Insurance commissioners do not now deal with difficulty in insurance
company operation, in many instances at least, until long after it is com-
mon knowledge in the industry and even in regulatory circles that the
company 1s in serious trouble. Reluctance to take effective action despite
adequate knowledge is a fundamental problem of insurance regulation,
and this chapter has approached the solution of that problem by providing
new sSummary procedures.

3
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Summary Procedures

In order to encourage early action by the commissioner of a more
diseriminating sort than is possible using traditional methods, very flex-
ible summary procedures were devised. Since the commissioner has previ-
ously had available to him only rather gross methods that usually involved
the destruction of the company through liquidation or through an ineffec-
tive effort to save it by formal and public rehabilitation procedures, he
has often been hesitant to take action until all hope was lost. Moreover,
when he has merely suspected difficulty he has heen unwilling to proceed
because he was not sure of his ground for action and because the publicity
attendant upon any proceeding was destructive of the company.

It is true that under former s, 200.09, the commissioner has had
summary power to seize an insurance company in an emergency, but he
has never used it. That restraint seems wise since the statute was devised
to deal with bank insolvencies and is poorly designed for insurance com-
panies. Hence it is necessary to equip the commissioner with a variety
of discriminating weapons that will enable him to deal effectively and
prompily with incipient difficulty, if he will use them. Unlike traditional
regulatory tools, the new procedures are designed to eliminate unnecessary
damage to the insurer and needless intervention in the industry. -

There should be no reason why the commissioner would not use the
new procedures. They are not novel devices; they have counterparts in
the Wisconsin banking law and in similar procedures in the California in-
surance statutes. Nor are they dangerous. They are hedged about with
procedural safeguards against arbitrariness by the commissioner, includ-
ing quick and easy access to judicial review. Moreover, because they can
be used with minimum publicity and less massive intervention, they can
be used with less risk of destruction and interference with the company
and are thus less dangerous than more formal methods. '

The chapter creates 2 kinds of summary procedures, one a simple
order, either mandatory or inhibitory, and the other a seizure order.
Normally, the former type of order would be obtained after a hearing; in
emergency situations the commisgioner may issue such an order without
hearing, but subject to immediate and speedy court control at the instance
of the company. The sejzure order would normally be issued by a court,
and only in an emergency by the commissioner. : -

These devices will enable the commissioner to deal effectively with
gsingle practices that endanger the company solvency or the publie interest.
Where venal manipulation of assets is feared, he will be able to seize
assels and books quickly enough to protect them and to learn what is

happening. The prospect of immediate court supervision and the possi-
bility of devastating criticism of his action in the insurance world where
he values his reputation highly will suffice to keep the commissioner from
abusing this carefully limited power. In addition, a commissioner will not
be unaware of possible tort liability if he should act improperly. Indeed,
the greater difficulty is to give the commissioner sufficiently discriminating
weapons to induce him to act as soon as he should; nearly always he is
inclined tn dn nnthine mtil it is ton Inte.

4
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Formal Procedures -

 The summary proceedings just described will not always be appro-
priate. When difficulties have reached a certain point, more formal action
is necessary. Statutes generally distinguish between rehabilitation and
liquidation, and this distinetion is retained. However, rehabilitation has
been conceived heretofore in the same legalistic way as liquidation—the
problem is seen erroneously as one of undertaking formalized legal action
to save the company—perhaps through merger, consolidation, mutualiza-
tion, conversion to the stock form, or other reorganization. Occasionally
these formal devices may be useful, but the emphasis has been altogether
misplaced. o

What is needed for rehabilitation of an insurance company is new
management with the capacity to see what is wrong and the power to cor-
rect it. The chapter, therefore, tries to devise a rehabilitation procedure
with & focus on management expertise, The key to success is twofold.
Early action is one-half and obtaining a satisfactory rehabilitator the other
half. The rehabilitator cannot be the ingurance commissioner, except in a
formal sense, for the commissioner hag too many other things to do and
may or may not know how to manage an insurance company, however
able he may be as a regulator. He should not be a practicing lawyer, un-
less he is also management oriented and trained. He should be a mana-
ger of talent and experience in the insurance business. It is important to
draw from the industry an experienced executive of recognized ability
who will regard it both as his public duty and his private opportunity
to save the company. . _

To obtain the “right’” person requires help from the industry. If they
will, insurance executives can help find the man and can help convince him
and his present employer that on the grounds of public service and private
career opportunity he must take the job. He should be compensated liber-
ally so that he does not lose financially. He should then be given wide dis-
cretion in management, subject only to general court supervision, so that
he can take such action as is necessary to revitalize the company. Con-
ceptually he should be treated as new management with especially broad
powers, including the power to propose to the court the formal legal re-
organizational devices that have heretofore been the focus of rehabilita-
tion but that should normally be subordinated in the future to the Iarger
management task, This change is more one of “tone”—of attitude—than
of change in the formally stated rules. But tone or attitude can be a de-
cisive factor in achieving success in a complex undertaking.

5
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Grounds for Formal Proceedings

Traditionally the grounds upon which action might be instituted
against an insurer were the same for rehabilitation as for liquidation,
the choice between remedies depending on an estimate of probable success
if the former were attempted. The chapter retains this notion in part but
tries to tailor it to reality. Rehabilitation is not appropriate at & point where
a company has been allowed to approach insclvency, unless substantial
additional resources are poured into the enterprise immediately by con-
tributors of capital funds. A serious error in recent insurance regulation
has been the futile hope that insolvent enterprizses might yet survive,

held long after it was too late. Consequently the grounds are now separ-
ate: those that suggest insolvency are grounds for liquidation while
those that indicate only difficulty of a differént order are now grounds
for rehabilitation. Flexibility ‘is preserved (1) by making either pro-
cedure possible on any ground, though the chapter peints the procedure
in ope direction or the other, depending on the situation, and (2) by per-
mitting conversion from one type of proceeding to the other. - -

One indication of approach is the elimjnation of failure to remedy
an impairment of capital after & commissioner’s order as a ground for
liquidation. Insolvency now includes every case of impairment of capital;
whenever an order to restore impaired capital is necessary, it is too late
and the company shouid be put into liguidation. Generosity on this matter
would be misplaced. The only exception to a rule that such a company
should be liquidated immediately is if money is poured inte the entérprise
so quickly that it is again clearly solvent before the commissioner irre-
versibly commits the company to the liquidation process. He should
not wait to begin to do what is necessary to protect the public while efforts
are made to find money. '

Liquidations

Liguidation is an unfortunate end to an enterprise, to be handled as
efficiently and expeditiously and econmomically as possible and with as
equitable as possible an allocation of the inevitable loss.

The influence of the Federal Bankruptey Act is quite apparent in
the sections dealing with ligquidation. That act provides a time tested,
though not ideal, source for liqguidation procedures. But the Act has not
been blindly followed, when the special problenis of insurance liguidation
and regulation or other considerations urge a departure from the model

The chapter tries to provide for an orderly and complete procedure;
for a technique for the handling of claims, especially third party claims,
in which everyone makes some concessions to the common necessity and
no one suffers too much; for a system of priorities in claims that will
enable some clagses of claims to be paid earlier than they are now and
that will ensure that the insurance company comes as close as possiblé
to performing its social funetion even in its death throes; for powerful and
discriminating devices to recover assefs improperly dissipated while the
niatient was in a rama. '

6
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645.68 Introductory comment: When an insurer must be liquidated, the
outcome is often tragic. While many of the losers will merely be incon-
venienced, others may suffer losses or delays in receiving payment that will
subject them at least to hardship and may even deprive them of the neces-
sities of life. It becomes apparent that claims that are socially more im-
portant need to be paid ahead of those that are less important. Recognition
of such secial equities is commonplace in the law relating to insolvency
and bankruptey,

In an effort to minimize the harm done by liquidation, and especially
to lessen it for those persons least able to bear it, much thought and con-
sultation went into the structuring of the prigrity system, The outcome
is the classification that follows. Because of the novelty of certain parts of
the system, a full explanation for the placement of each eategory is pro-
vided. The basic nature of the system is explained briefly in the following
outline, however, to provide an overview.

The order of distribution is:

(1) Cost of administration. -Without- this, the liquidation could not
proceed and no distribution could be made, ' These costs .generally come
first in all priority systems.

(2) Wages, in imited amounts. This is traditionally a high priority

and seems obviously meritorious in a society where the majority of
people are dependent for a livelihood upon regular receipt of wages.

(3) Loss clatms. This is limited to large elaims, the cases where the
most hardship will result if full payment is not made reasonably promptly.

(4) Unearned premium reserve and small loss claims. If this priority
can be reached and these claims paid in full, the enterprise will have car-
ried out the social function of insurance in a reasonably adequate way.

(5) Residual elassification. This includes ordinary commereial debts
and debts owing to governments, such as taxes. It is likely to be amall
in amount relative to the total of all claims,

(8) Claims based zolely on judgments. Those judgments that cannot
otherwise be avoided for constitutional reasons are postponed to this
class to protect other claimants against inflated claims that are not prop-
erty defended because of the deterioration of the company in its last days.
If the claim is meritorious, the judgment creditor can elevate his claim to
the priority it would otherwise have by proving it in the liquidation on
its merits and not on the hasis of the judgment. The judgment may, of
course, be a very persuasive fact.

(7) Imterest on claims paid in the classes of higher priority.

(8) Miscellaneous subordinated claims. These are left to the last
because of their minimal soeial importance or because of the necessities
of administration.” The ecategory includes late claims and claims where
the claimant is compensated in other ways, among others.

7
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This section is designed to establish a complete system of priorities
among unsecured creditors, based on the relative social and economic im-
pnrtance of the claims I]_kE]y‘ to be asserted against an insurer. The sys-
tem is more intricate than any list of priorities provided elsewhere. It
would be possible to simplify the system by having fewer categories. This
is what the traditional priority system does, for it generally gives priority
only to a few kinds of claims—indeed, the traditional pattern is no system
at all. Its crude simplicity does crude injustice and fails to carry out sound
public policy by minimizing the damage done to the insured community
when an insuver fails. The insurance enterprise should be made to do its
proper job in the social organism, so far as that is possible with the limited
assets that remain in a liquidation,

645.68 ORDER OF DISTRIBUTION. The order of distribution of
claims from the insurer’s estate shall be as stated in this section. The
first $50 of the amount allowed on each claim in the classes under subs.
(2) to (6) shall be deducted from the claim and included in the class under
sub. (8). Claims may not be cumulated by assignment to avoid application
of the $50 deductible provision. Subject to the $50 deductible provision,
every claim in each class shall be paid in full or adequate funds retained
for the payment before the members of the next class receive any payment.
No subclasses shall be established within any class.

. (1) -ADMINISTRATION COETS. The costs and expenses of administra-
tion, including but not limited to the following: the actual and necessary
costs of preserving or recovering the assets of the insurer; compensgation
for all services rendered in the liquidation; any necessary filing fees; the
fees and mileage payable to witnesses; and reasonable attorney’s fees.
Comment on sub. (1): This is freely adapted from the first prierity pro-
vision in Federal Bankruptcy Act s. 64a. See also s. 645.06, on defense
coats, for a special provision for payment of certain litigation expenses.

(2) Wages. (a) Debts due to employes for services performed,

not to exceed $1,000 to each employe which have been earned within one
year before the filing of the petition for liquidation. Officers shall not be
entitled to the benefit of this priority.
Comment on sub. (2) (a): The usual wage priority is $600 (see e.g. Fed-
eral Bankruptcy Aect s. 64a). It seems unrealistically low. The $1,000 pro-
vided here may still be low but is more realistic and equitable. The period
covered is extended from the 8 months of the traditional statute to one
year, Obviously the $1,000 limit would be reached much earlier than a
vear, if a full salary for even the lowliest employe were in question, The
one year limit will be relevant only in unusual cases. Priority is denied
to officers (which term includes directors), on the grounds that they are in
a position to protect their own interests, and that those directly involved in
what is likely to have been mlmnanagement leading to liquidation should
m:.:ki be accorded special privileges in a financial debacle of their own
making,

(b) Such priority shall be in lieu of any other similar priority author-

ized by law as to wages or compensation of employes.
Comment on sub. (2) (b): This is necessary to supersede such provisions
ag 88, 180.40 (6) and 268.17. For analogous legislation to this paragraph,
see Arizona 3. 20-637B; Hawaii s. 181-678 (b); XKentucky s. 204.978 (2);
North Carolina s. 558-155.27 (b); Washington s. 48.81.280 (2).

8
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(3) Loss craims, All elaims under policies for losses incurred including
third party claims, and all claims againzst the insurer for liability for
bodily injury or for injury to or destruction of tangible property which are
not under policies, except the first $200 of losses otherwise payable to
any claimant under this subsection. All claims under life insurance and
annuity policies, whether for death proceeds, annuity proceeds or invest-
ment values, shall be treated as loss claims. Claims may not be cumulated
by assignment to avoid application of the $200 deductible provision. That
portion of any loss for which indemnification is provided by other bene-
fits or advantages recovered or recoverable by the claimant shall not be
included in this class, other than benefits or advantages recovered or re-
coverable in discharge of familial obligations of support or by way of
succession at death or as proceeds of life insurance, or as gratuities. No
payment made by an employer to his employe shall be treated as a gratuity.
Comment on sub. (3): This class contains the claims central to the social
role of insurance. The typical policy is not an ordinary mercantile con-
tract, but one of great public importance. In the usual case, if a policy-
holder loses a premium, he is not seriously harmed, but if a loss goes un-
paid, or even unpaid in substantial measure, great harm is likely to be
done. Large claims deserve a higher priority than unearned premiums,
and this system has so provided. _ .

Small loss claims are subordinated to large claims and put on a par
with unearned premiums, in order to increase the likelihood of full pay-
ment of disaster-type claims. This is the point of the $200 deduction. In
the usual case, a small loss may be abgsorbed by the elaimant without seri-
ous hardship, and therefore does not deserve or need priority above un-
earned premiums. The larger the claim the more likely it is that substan-
tial payment to the claimant is urgently needed.

The investment element of life insurance and annuity contracts is
here treated as a loss claim. Life insurance and annuity policies present
a complex array of investment and insurance mixtures which would often
be difficult to classify as either loss claims or claims for investment values.
Furthermore, the economic function and social importance of these invest-
ment values clogely parallel those of loss claims in general. To avoid ad-
ministrative difficulty and to give proper recognition to the social values
in question, all claims under life and annuity policies are placed in this
priority and are riven loss claim status. '

The 2nd group of claims against the insurer, for “lability for bodily
injury or for injury to or destruction of tangible property which are not
under policies,” avoids the anomaly of giving insured liability claimants a
high priority while subordinating other identically situated claimants who
are unprotected by the benefits of liability insurance. This might happen,
for example, if the insurer were self-insured (or not insured) for iis own
public liability. The words “bodily injury” rather than “personal injury’
are used in the definition of this group to elminate from this priority un-
insured claims for libel, slander, invasion of privacy, false imprisonment,
etc., which are less likely to generate actual out-of-pocket economic losses.
The words “injury to or destruction of tangible property” are used in order
to eliminate from this priority uninsured claims for intangible property
losses {e.g. invasion of ecopyright) which are also less likely to generate
out-of-pocket economic losses. These excluded claims would fall into the
residual classification in sub. (5).

Under prior practice, it was possible for a claimant to be compen-
sated legitimately more than once for certain kinds of losses. Because of
their lesser social importance, this section subordinates any portion of a
claim. the navment of whirh wonld resnlt in double comopensation.

9

CAPCOAPP.9



(4) UNEARNED PREMIUMS AND SMALL L0SS CLAIMS. Claims under
non-asgessable policies for unearned premiums or other premium refunds
and the first $200 of loss excepted by the deductible provision in sub. (3).

Comment on sub. (4): Unearned premium claimants are placed in line
after loss claimants, to help ensure the confinuity of insurance protection,
and the performance of insurer functions. The holders of assessable poli-
cies are not granted any such priority since traditionally their payments
are regarded as partially in the nature of capital contributions. With un-
earned premiums is included the “deductible” portion of loss claims from
sub. (3).

(5) RESIDUAL CLASSIFICATION, All other claims including claims of

the federal or any state or local government, not falling within other
classes under this section. Claims, including those of any governmental
body, for a penalty or forfeiture, shall be allowed in this class only to the
extent of the pecuniary loss sustained from the act, transaction or pro-
ceeding out of which the penalty or forfeiture aroge, with reasonable and
actual costs occasioned thereby. The remainder of such claims shall be
postponed to the class of claims under sub. (8).
Comment on sub. (5): This iz the residual classification, and includes a
great variety of claims, though in aggregate amount, it will usually be
unimportant. This priority and all below it are of relatively lesser social
importance. They are just debts, having no significant relationship to the
important role insurance plays in our society.

“The last 2 sentences are similar to Federal Bankruptey Act s. 57j. It
is sound policy to disallow or subordinate such claims. The Bankruptey
Act provision does for governmental claims what general contract law
does for similar claims of private parties. See MacLachlan, Bankruptey
140 {1956). Here, as a precaution, the rule is made clearly applicable to
private penalties and forfeitures as well. Whether the claims of the federal
government can be placed this far down on the prierity list depends on the
following analysis justifying subordination of other governmental claims
to this class. :

In this residual classification fall most of the claims by government
that are traditionally given a high priority. There is no justification for
giving a high priority to the sovereign because it is sovereign. On the
merits, indeed, there seems an unanswerable case for declining to prefer
government claims, including claims on taxes, and giving priority to claims
of greater social importance, such as the unearned premium reserve and,
a fortiori, logs claims, The sovereign, and in particular the United States,

will be able to survive without hardship even if relegated to the priority
accorded ordinary creditors. Of course, governments as insureds stand on
a different footing. )

An insurer in liquidation is tailing to perform ifs social role and is
casting heavy burdens on segments of society that cannot afford to bear
them. In such a case, the modest contribution made to the handling of a
difficult situation by the government, if its taxes are subordinated, may
have social utility vastly in excess of its costs to the public. Moreover, by
undertaking fo regulate insurance, government should be regarded- as
assuming at least to this limited extent an obligation of underwriting
solvency. This is as true of the federal government as of the states, for
the federal government has delegated the field to the states on the theory
that the states can do it better. When they fail to do it at all, such gov-
ernment can not then fairly depend on sovereign powers to get a prefer-
ence over other creditors. Instead they should take a subordinate posi-
tion in the priority hierarchy.

10
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A problem is ¢reated by the Federal Inzolvency Aect, 31 U.S8.C. 5. 191,
which provides in part: “Whenéver any person indebted to the United
States is insolvent. . .the debts die to the United States shall be first satis-
fied...” If in a case that Act were held to override a priority system for
insurance liguidation that subordinates government claims, it would then
be possible and desirable to seek Congressional amendment of that act.

There is considerable reason to think that the Federal Act would not
override this priority system. There are 2 alternative and independent
arguments, either of which is enough, if successful, to subordinate the
federal government claim. _ _

. The first is based on restrictive interpretations of the section by the
United States Supreme Court that may prevent its application to insur-
ance. This argument is simple. The Federal Insolvency Act hag been held
by the United States Supreme Court to apply, despite its broad language,
in only 4 cases: the decedent's estate, voluntary assignment for benefit of
creditors, attachment of the estate of an absent debtor, and the commis-
gion of an act of bankruptcy. Kennedy, ‘“The Relative Priority of the
Federal Government: The Pernicious Career of the Inchoate and General
Lien,” 63 Yale Law Journal 905, 906, n. 6 (1954). None of these 4 cases
seem to comprehend an insurance liquidation. Moreover, it appliez only
'on ingolvency of the insurer, which may not have béen shown. United
States v. Oklahoma, 261 U.S. 2563 (1923). See comment on s, 645,42 (4).

The 2nd argument is based on Public Law 15, &. 2 (b), which provides
that “No Aet of Congress shall be construed to invalidate, impair, or
supersede any law enacted by any State for the purpose of regulating the
business of insurance, unless such Act specifically relates to the business
of insurance...” This precludes application of 31 U.8.C. a. 191, which
does not specifically relate to the business of insurance and therefore can
not “invalidate, impair, or supersede” any state law regulating insurance.
The priority system created by this section is a state law regulating in-
surance for it is part of a complex statute all of which regulates insurance.
In fact, Congress exempted insurance companies from the operation of the
Federal Bankruptey Act in recognition of the fact that they are subject to
a complete system of state regulation, which extends to the rules governing
insolvency. A federal court (In Re Supreme Lodge of the Masons Annuity,
285 Fed. 180 (N.D. Ga. 1923)) in discussing the bankruptey exemption
of insurance, notes that:

_ “No reasons for making these exceptions were assigned by the com-
mittees of Congress, but they may be surmised to lie in the public or quasi-
public nature of the business, involving .other interests than those of
ereditors, in the desirability of unarrested operation, the completeness of
state regulation, including provisions for insolvency, and the inappropri-
ateness of bankruptey machinery to their affairs.”
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The rationale of the bankruptey exemption, as stated by the federal
court, is affirmed in s. 645.01 (4) (f). That paragraph indicates that
the purposes of this chapter include “Regulation of the insurance business
by the impact of the law relating to delinquency procedures and substan-
tive rules on the entire insurance business.” The statement of purpose is
not a mere assertion, for it is clear that insurance ragulaigm:_l in gianeral,
and this chapter in particular, including the section on priorities, is part
and parcel of the regulatory structure, and has a real impact on the on-
going insurance operation. It follows, therefore, that the Federal Insol-
vency Act cannot “invalidate, impair, or supersede” the priority system
of this section. .

It is true that Langdeau v. United States, 363 S.W. 2d 327 (Tex. Civ.
App. 1962), which on its facts is on all fours with the situation contem-
plated in this subsection, holds that the state may not subordinate federal
tax elaims even to wage claims, The case is thus a clear—but not high—
authority. At best it would be only persuasive authority, but it is not in
the least persuasive. The court seems to rest its position on 2 points,
neither of which is clearly articulated or persuasively put. First, the court
seems to rely heavily on United States v. Emory, 814 U.8. 423 (1941) as
making clear that 31 U.S.C. s. 191 applies to the case and establishes
the federal tax priority. But unfortunately for that argument, the E'mory
case was not an insurance case and it was one in -which an act of bank-
ruptey had been committed, thus bringing it within one of the r.lqssaa of
cases to which s. 191 has been held to apply. The court's 2nd point was
that the Texas statute subordinating the federal tax was not a regulatory
statute, but merely a priority established for creditors. The Texas court
seems simply wrong on this peint. A fortiori it would be wrong under
this subsection, which is designed to have a regulatory impact. This chap-
ter as a whole, and even this single subsection, is an integral part of the
regulatory pattern. In fact, the supervision of the ailing insurance enter-
prige is not only regulation, but regulation of the greatest intensify. The
obvious regulatory impact of this chapter is not limited to sick and dying
insurers, either, but influences the entire operation of the industry.

For example, it seems very clear that the preference of loss claims to
unearned premium claims will have a bearing on the way the business is
conducted, and particularly on the way premiums are financed. Premium
financing agencies would avoeid financing premiums for shaky companies,
thus changing their operating patterns. This is important and fruitful
regulation. Every part of the priorities section has regulatory impact, and
18 designed to make the insurance institution work better. This priorities
section thus gives the liquidator the statutory basis for contesting the
federal priority. If despite the case outlined here, the T.S. Supreme Court
decided otherwise, the federal statute should then be amended if possible.
But there is little point in proposing amendment until its meaning as
applied to this sitnation is fested in an authoritative fribunal. Designing
the subsection as it is designed is in effect inviting a test case the first time
enough money is involved to justify it.

This comment does not purport to be a brief for the test case, if one
develops. But the chances of achieving the goal are excellent and it should
be tried. Acquiescence in an unfair federal priority in liquidation cases
would be anticipatory capitulation. Acquiescence by the federal govern-
ment in this reascnable state priority system is possible, though perhaps
not to be relied upon; it would eliminate the need for a test case. ‘
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~ (6) JUDGMENTS. Claims based solely on judgments. If a claimant
files a claim and bases it both on the judgment and on the underlying facts,
the claim shall be considered by the liquidator who shall give the judgment
such weight as he deems appropriate. The claim as allowed shall receive
the priority it would receive in the absence of the judgment. If the judg-
ment is larger than the allowance on the underlying claim, the remaining

portion of the judgment shall be treated as if it were a claim based solely
on a judgment.

Comment on sub. (6): Whether or not recent judgments can be rendered
invalid under other provisions of this chapter, they should always be
suspect because of the likelihood of inadequate defense in the last days
of the insurer. This priority is an effort to provide additional protection
to the estate of the insurer against unwarranted depletion by such inade-
guately defended suits, Such judgments are questionable enough that they
should not be given parity of treatment with better proved claims. If the
claimant proves his claim in the statutory way he gets his normal priority.

(7) INTEREST ON CLAIMS ALREADY PAID, Interest at the legal rate

compounded annually on all claims in the classes under subs. (1) to (6)
from the date of the petition for liquidation or the date on which the
claim becomes due, whichever ig later, until the date on which the dividend
is declared. The liquidator, with the approval of the court, may make
reasonable classifications of claims for purposes of computing interest,
may make approximate computations and may ignore certain classifications
and time periods as de minimis.
Comment on sub, (7): Interest might well receive the priority given the
underlying elaim. Praectical considerations urge postponement. At seme
point, however, interest should be allowed before paying the remaining
funds to ownership claimants. Interest should also rank ahead of the
very low priority claims that fall in the next class. Interest does present
special problems unless the liguidator is using automated equipment. These
problems necessitate separate treatment. Moreover, the liquidator has
wide discretiom, controlled by the court, to pay or ignore interest, or to
estimate it.

(8) MISCELLANEOUS SUBORDINATED CLAIMS, The remaining claims
or portions of claims not already paid, with interest as in sub. (7):

(a) -The first $50 of .each claim in the classes under subs. (2) to (6)
subordinated under this section;

(b) Claims under s. 645.63 (2);

{¢) Claims subordinated by s. 645.90;

{(d) Claims filed late:

(e) Portions of claims subordinated under sub. (5); and

(f) Claims or portions of claims payment of which is provided by
other benefits or advantages recovered or recoverable by the claimant.
Comment on sub. (8): It will be a rare liquidation that will pay anything
to the last few priorities, but only claims of little merit have been rele-
gated to this class. Still they should rank above ownership claims.

(9) PREFERRED OWNERSHIP CLAIMS. Surplus or contribution notes,
or similar obligations, and premjum refunds on assessable policies. Pay-
ments to members of domestic motual insurance companies shall be limited
in accordance with & 201.13. Interest at the legal rate shall be added to
each claim, as in subs. (7) and (8).

Comment on sub. (9): These claims are quasi-ownership claims, and rank
close to the bottom by their own terms, _
13
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{10} PROPRIETARY CLAIMS. The eclaims of shareholders or other
OWIErs,
645.71 Iniroductory comment: - This section prescribes a procedure to
assure proper court records and the submisgion of Jists ﬁf recommended
claims to the court. Special treatment is accorded to claimants of invest-
ment values under life and annuity contracts, and to unearned preminm
claimants, since the insurer’s records should - make their submission of
claims unnecessary..

The former Wisconsin insurance liquidation law, 8. 200.08, prescribed
no appropriate procedures, Especially in view of the fact that liquidation
is not frequent enough to generate detailed case law, it is useful to spell out

‘basic procedures in the statute rather than rely on sketchy and inadequate
tradition.
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